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Reminder: the Model A Ford Club of America has a website (our Rogue Valley 
A’s webmaster, Rick Black, also is the webmaster for MAFCA’s site). 
Check it out :      http://www.mafca.com/index.html 
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     PRESIDENT’S CORNER, By Joe Davis 

 
Hello Everyone!    

We had a really great Gymkhana,  a good turnout                              
and  lots of great car games and food.  They weather cooperated, even 
the smoke cooperated. 

I would like to thank all the volunteers who helped make it happen, in 
particular, Jerry and Nell Mathern for organizing the games and Dan 
Doss and Evan Mason for taking care of the Hubley track. 

It was a beautiful drive out there.  We had 4 cars from the Yreka, 
Siskiyou A’s who took about 2 hours to get to Gold Hill, where the 
Rogue Valley A’s met at the parking lot at the Post Office. 

We then caravanned to Grants Pass, meeting at the Grange where we 
met up with members of the Henry’s A’s and then proceeded to the 
event. 

Several members from all three clubs could not attend due to the 
change of dates, but we still had a really good event and turnout. 

The only event I am aware of during September is the “Gathering at the 
Oaks,” car show in Medford at the Country Club.  So far, Marv 
Dobkins and I have cars entered. 

If anyone is interested in showing their car, please contact me, I        
can give you the name of the person to contact for entry into the event. 

It is from 10 AM to 3 PM on the green behind the main lodge on  
September 12.  They should have about 100 cars. 

The following might be of interest.  It is the story of my dad 
building the Ledo Road in the China-Burma India Theater. 

Charles S. Davis Archives Menu(cbi-theater.com) 

https://cbi-theater.com    for the full story. 
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ROGUE VALLEY-A'S MINUTES FOR   Date:   August 21, 2021      
The President Joe Davis pounded his gavel to call the meeting to order at 11:42 a.m. at the gymkhana.  The Secretary 
records members present:  17  and 0 guests.  The Secretary records members present on the sign-in membership 
clipboard.  The President led the members in the Pledge of Allegiance at the beautiful Hallows Ranch to a huge 
American flag in their yard. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  July Minutes as printed in the July Manifold. Motion to approve by Jerry Mathern, 
2nd by Kitsy Wikkerink.   Motion passed.  
TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer’s report by Kitsy Wikkerink. Motion to approve by Jim Martin, 2nd by  
Jerry Mathern. Motion passed.  
CORRESPONDENCE:   Birthdays and Anniversaries announced by the President: Birthdays: Altha Lindsay, Bll 
Wilkins, Gloria Wigginton, Mike Stitt, Dennis Paddock.  Anniversaries:  Gloria and Victor Wigginton, Linda and 
Dennis Paddock, Lois and Phil Kessler  
OLD BUSINESS: Kitsy Wikkerink received a note from MAFFI that they received our donation honoring Larry 
Scherbinske for the amount of $50.  We are also hoping Jeannie received a thank you from MAFFI.   
NEW BUSINESS:  No new business.   
TOURS:  None discussed 
GOOD OF THE ORDER:  None 
SUNSHINE:  None 
50/50:  Did not have the 50-50 
Meeting adjourned : 11:48 am  (Not a typo—it was the shortest business meeting in the history of our Chapter.)  
Motion to adjourn by Mary Mason; 2nd by Jerry Mathern. Motion passed. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Nell Mathern ~  Secretary 2021  
 

 
Replace My Modern Piece of #%%# 

by Vern Pearson (from Rogue Valley A’s, June 2007) 
 
Most of you know that my ‘30 coupe has been a little uncooperative, to say the least.  In the two or three years since 
I “finished” the restoration, I have been unable to get any power or speed.  The car would start easily, idle reasonably 
and accelerate, etc., but I can’t tell you how many times I have driven it down to our gate and couldn't make it back 
up the driveway.   Or, come back up Ramsey Road—in 1st gear, 5 to 10 mph.  Frustrating!  The car looks pretty 
good, but as we all know, looks can often be deceptive.  (In my darkest hours, I have actually considered naming it 
Hillary—but we won’t go there.)   
 
I’ve been through all the tune-up procedures more times than I can count.  Even changed to electronic ignition.  Bob 
Land has rebuilt the carb several times, even exchanged it once.  Sam and Jerry drove all the way here and spent an 
entire afternoon trying to figure it out.  (Since then they both had heart surgery.  Something about good deeds not 
going unpunished?)  Everything we tried seemed to help until I actually got it out on the road.  No power or speed.  
Once I even trailered it to the Mace’s BBQ where some of the members tried their hand at it.  I almost couldn’t make 
it home.  Again!   
 
Last March I finally found the courage to drive it all the way to Shady Cove so Bob Wikkerink could try his  hand.  
His first task was to replace my “modern piece of #%%# coil wire with one of stranded copper.  Immediate 
improvement!  Next he checked the distributor body and found it was cracked.  How many times had I had that 
distributor apart and never even thought to check for cracks?  Since all his spare parts were in the back of the Tudor 
on the other side of the world, and since Kitsy was off on her errands, we “borrowed” the distributor body from her 
coupe and mine ran like a new car!  Almost twice the speed and, as Bob said,”It should be a stump puller.”  While I 
was there I got to watch the pinstriper work his magic on the Vicki and on Bob’s riding mower.  What a talent. 
 
All in all, it was one of my better days.  Since then, I have driven the car several hundred miles and am still amazed 
at how much better it performs.  It is actually fun to drive now.  And, I can actually gain speed all the way up our 
driveway—2nd gear, of course.   
 
I guess the point of all this is:  Don’t give up.  Someone out there will know the answer., if you ask.  And listen.  
Manuals and tech sheets are great, but experience still rules! 
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Tour Highlights—Tri-Chapter Gymkhana 
Sis-Q A’s  -  Henry’s Lady  -  Rogue Valley A’s  

13 Model A’s participated in the gymkhana.  The tour began at the post office in Gold Hill with a stop at the 
Fruitdale Grange in Grants Pass.  From there, John and Nancy Firth, led the group through wonderful scenic 
roads for the A’s to Bill and Mary Hallows Estate near Wilderville. 
 
Much thanks to the hosts, the Hallows, for the grilled burgers and hotdogs and for sharing their ranch which was 
perfect for the gymkhana.  Each club sponsored a game which were the Bean Bag Toss, Stop on a Dime, and 
Fred and Wilma (water holding game). 

The race track for the Hubleys was also set up.   
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Stop On A Dime  

Fred and Wilma Game—holding water in 
a pie tin while driving a course 

Bean Bag Toss 

“Point Getters” - loading up 
the back for extra points 
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Tech Tip—Keeping Your Car Cool by Chuck Elderton 

1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931 

Adding Marvel Oil or other products to the fuel will not make a car run cooler, it may allow it to operate where it otherwise may not 
under extreme conditions. To fight vapor lock, adding a small amount of combustible oil to the fuel (¼ cup to 10 gallons) will reduce the 
volatility of the fuel; common additives are Marvel Mystery Oil or Diesel Fuel. Adding too much will cause the oil to carbonize during 
combustion and increase the chance of pre-ignition (knock/ping). Likewise richening the fuel mixture to a certain point will cause a less 
efficient; therefore, cooler burn. Retarding the spark will help fight pre-ignition, but will cause the burn to take place later than the 
optimum time. A melted exhaust manifold and burned exhaust valves are sometimes the result of over-employing this tactic, but it is 
better than a hole in a piston from pre-ignition. Vapor lock are two different phenomena, but are both induced by similar operating 
conditions – heat and altitude/load. The following is an excerpt from the attached comprehensive Chevron document 

The key gasoline characteristic for good driveability is volatility – a gasoline’s tendency to vaporize. Volatility is important because 
liquids and solids don’t burn; only vapors burn. When a liquid appears to be burning, actually it is the invisible vapor above its surface 
that is burning. This rule holds true in the combustion chamber of an engine; gasoline must be vaporized before it can burn. For winter 
weather, gasoline blenders formulate gasoline to vaporize easily. Gasoline that vaporizes easily allows a cold engine to start quickly and 
warm up smoothly. Warm-weather gasoline is blended to vaporize less easily to prevent engine vapor lock and other hot fuel handling 
problems and to control evaporative emissions that contribute to air pollution. It is important to note that there is no single best volatility 
for gasoline. Volatility must be adjusted for the altitude and seasonal temperature of the location where the gasoline will be used. 

Today almost all cars have the fuel pump submerged in the fuel tank at a location a good distance from the heat producing engine. Fuel is 
provided to the engine (fuel injector nozzles) via a high-pressure circulating system. The fuel is vaporized in the intake port by spraying 
the fuel under pressure into the moving stream of air. The needed fuel is siphoned off by each injector nozzle, the remainder is returned to 
the relatively cool fuel tank – this is a continuous process. 

Our Model A Fords are a completely different animal. A stock Model A relies strictly on gravity to feed the engine (carburetor) its supply 
of fuel from the slightly elevated fuel tank. The carburetor vaporizes the fuel into the manifold by siphoning the fuel through a jet via 
engine vacuum. The fuel sits near static in the fuel line, moving only at the speed that it is consumed by the engine. Similarly, a Model A 
equipped with an electric fuel pump, places the fuel under pressure between the pump and carburetor, but the fuel still moves through the 
line at the same pace as the gravity system. Vapor lock occurs when the fuel prematurely vaporizes in the line, and/or carburetor, or in 
extreme cases in the super-heated fuel tank. Any obstruction in the system that reduces the flow rate, including an add-on filter, will 
increase the chance of vapor lock occurring. Vapor pressure, a key measure of gasoline volatility is decreased as both temperature and 
altitude increase; therefore, climbing a mountain pass, on a hot day, in a Model A Ford is a perfect formula for vapor lock to occur. If the 
car is temporarily shut off or let to idle under these conditions, it is almost certain to vapor lock as the under-hood temperature will rise 
dramatically when the fan stops moving air past all the components. Allowing the fuel system components to cool below the vapor 
pressure point of the fuel will restore operation. 

I also run premium fuel when I anticipate climbing long grades, especially in hot weather. The nature of the flathead design is that the 
combustion flame has a long way to travel across the combustion chamber; therefore, even with a low compression ratio, pre-ignition can 
be an issue under severe conditions. Premium fuel contains additives that help fight pre-ignition. It is a far better solution than retarding 
the spark under load. Pre-ignition is more heat and load related, compared to vapor lock which is heat and altitude related. 

Charlotte has a fuel pump and all fuel system components under the hood are insulated. The coolant temperature typically runs 185-205 
degrees under the described conditions. On the recent trip, I remember the car stumbling from vapor lock one time after being turned off 
for a short time and then quickly getting back on the road. It was an issue that probably lasted 5 seconds at most, but made me think about 
it. We had no problems with pre-ignition or carbon build-up from the Marvel Oil. I just took the engine apart and I can read the numbers 
stamped in the crown of the pistons. If the valve seats would have stayed in place all would have been great. 

Motor fuel is a highly sophisticated family of products that balance the needs of modern cars and strict air pollution control regulations. 
Today, no oil company blends their fuel with the Model A Ford in mind. So when the conditions conspire to create a shortfall between the 
available fuel and the needs of the Model A, it falls to the operator of the old car to implement their own volatility adjustment. 
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1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931 

Important things to remember: 

Don’t forget: when you drive 
your Model A to the meeting, 

you get an extra 50/25/25 

Wear your name tag — we 
need to meet and greet our 
new people! No name tag 

equals a 25¢ fine. 

You can find your MAFCA membership number on the Restorer wrapper and 
write it on the back of your MAFCA membership card that’s included in each 
January/February issue.  You can then keep the membership card in your wallet 
and always have your membership number handy. 

           
   

 September Birthdays                                               
                                                   
  2  Susie Doss 
  3  Dave Williams 
  4  Clair Thorne 
      Margaret Rambo 
  6  Jerry Noble 
  7  Gladyce Maloney 
  8  Kathy Bibler 
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Donut List for 2021 
 

January:  
February: 
March:  
April:  
May:  Lee Jackson 
June:  Kitsy Wikkerink 
July:   Bradfords 
August:  Steven Corelis 
September: Jerry Noble 
October: Wiggintons 
November:  Pete, Sandra Dee & Jim Pringle 
December: Holiday Celebration Potluck; Election 
and Installation of Officers 
 

 
Two dozen (24) donuts are provided by  
Members at our monthly meeting. 
 
Each issue of Manifold News will have the list 
of who will provide the donuts each month.  If 
you can’t provide donuts during your month, 
please arrange to have someone on the list fill 
in for you and you can help them out at        
another time.  Thank you. 

 

September Anniversaries 
 
  2 Jerry and Nell Mathern 
  5  Kyle and Isabel Edwards 
  9  Joe Davis and Sid Frederick 
16  Marv and Connie Dobkins 
19  Dwight and Dixie Bradford 
      

  

Members who sign up to bring the donuts may 
be reimbursed by the club if they so choose for 
a maximum amount of $25.  
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The Rogue Valley A’s  is a chapter of 
THE MODEL A FORD CLUB OF AMERICA 

RVA Head Mechanics 2021 
 
President: Joe Davis 
 Email: jdavis@amuffler.com 
 
Vice President: Jerry Mathern 
 Email: jnmathern@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  Nell Mathern 
 Email: jnmathern@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer:  Kitsy Wikkerink 
 Email: rcwikk1@yahoo.com 

Skilled Technicians 2021 
Newsletter Editor/Membership: 

Gloria Jackson 
Email: gleejackson@hotmail.com 
 

Hospitality:  
Gladyce Maloney 
Email: happycook@charter.net 
Kathy Bibler 
Email: joyfull1@charter.net 

MAFCA News Reporter: 
Nell Mathern 
Email: jnmathern@gmail.com 

NWRG Rep: 
   Kitsy Wikkerink 
   Email: rcwikk1@yahoo.com 
 
Raffle: 

Sandra Dee 
Email: pete_pringle@yahoo.com 

 
Sunshine Chair: 

Reid Williams 
Email: mountainsky49@gmail.com 

 
Tour Chair: 

Jim Martin  
Email: kmandjm@97520.net 

 
Website:  

Rick Black 
Email: RickBlack44@gmail.com 

 
Tech Tips: 

As provided by membership, other 
clubs, or MAFCA 

1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

September Mike McKey has invited all 3 clubs on a 
tour to Klamath Falls in September. (date to be 
announced) 

September 12—Car Show at Rogue Valley Country 
Club, 10 am-3pm 

September 18—Meeting 10 a.m. at Clubhouse 

October 16—Meeting 10 a.m. at Clubhouse 

November 20—Meeting 10 a.m. at Clubhouse 

December 18—Annual Holiday Potluck and 
Election and Installation of 2022 Officers          
Time: TBA 



FOR SALE: Four (4) Firestone 
4.50/4.75 - 21" Whitewall tires. 
Excellent shape, no cracks, 90% tread. 
Came off my 1929 Model A.  $125.00 
each or all 4 for $450.00.  Shipping extra. 
Call Mike, 541-944-6491  
 

For Sale/Wanted/Services 
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Zenith Carburetors  $195  Exchange, Rebuilt 
Leakless Water Pumps  $110   
Contact:  Jerry Mathern 541-941-1424 
 

 

 
 

  
  1930 Model “A” De Luxe Roadster 

Runs good, needs paint, top bows included.   
Call Rex  541-277-4367 

 

For Sale.................$17,000.00  
1930 Model A Pickup. Has the Pinto Engine 
update and runs well. In great shape.  
No rust and mostly restored. Upgraded 
steering box; side boards. 
 For more information contact Scott 
Ferguson: 
 208.206.9783 
Email: fergusons@byui.edu         

1928 Model A Ford Phaeton, for sale in Grants 
Pass. 8-year-old restoration, clear title. Number 
A239037 (July 1928). 6-volt alternator (New-Rex),    
6-blade cooling fan, water temperature gauge and 
thermostat. Accessories include: trunk, side curtains 
with curtain irons, seat belts (4), Ford tool kit, 
stainless steel utility box, and car cover. Has 
passenger-side tail light. Oregon year-of-manufacture 
license plates $22,500. 
Mike Whitmore - lwhitmore@centurylink.net -             
(503) 949-0915 - Grants Pass OR  

 



ROGUE VALLEY A’S 2021 MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL FORM 

(Please be sure to update any changes to your information)  

 

NAME:____________________________________________SPOUSE:__________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:___________________________________CITY__________________________  ZIP_____________ 

 

HOME PHONE NUMBER_________________________E-MAIL_____________________________________ 

 

YOUR CELL: _______________________________ SPOUSE CELL:___________________________________ 

 

INSURANCE CO.___________________________________      MAFCA NO.___________________________ 
 

YEAR AND BODY STYLES ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

YOUR BIRTHDAY_______       SPOUSE’S BIRTHDAY_________ WEDDING ANNIVERSARY_________ 
Dues are $15 per year  (per household) and due by December 31, 2020 

Make checks payable to “Rogue Valley A’s” (An Oregon Non-Profit Corporation) 
Mail to: Rogue Valley A’s, P.O. Box 1326, Shady Cove, OR 97539 
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2021 MAFCA Membership Renewal 



Rogue Valley A’s is an Oregon Non-Profit 
Corporation with chapter affiliation with MAFCA. 
The organization is dedicated to the preservation 
and the restoration of the Model A Ford 
automobile and supports membership in the 
national organizations dedicated to the same 
purpose.  

Check out MAFCA on the web  
http://www.mafca.com 

Model A Ford Club of America Inc.  
250 S. Cypress Street  
La Habra, CA 90631-5515  
Phone orders only: 866/379-3619  
Other Business: 562/697-2712 
Fax: 562/690-7452  
E-mail: info@mafca.com  
We encourage all of our members to 
join MAFCA 

On the first Saturday of the month.   Due to 
Covid our usual place has Drive Up Only.  
 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 
25TH of the current month to be published in the next 
issue. 
Send to:  Gloria Jackson 
  gleejackson@hotmail.com 
We are happy to share our information with other 
clubs; please give credit. We will honor another club’s 
information with credit. 

 

  1928  ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931 

Monthly meetings are held at the Club House of the Royal 
Mobile Estates 

1055 N. 5th Street, Jacksonville, Oregon 
on the third Saturday of every month 
9:30 a.m. for coffee & donuts/snacks 

Business meeting is held at 10:00 a.m. sharp 
unless a club-sanctioned event 

is scheduled elsewhere 
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