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     PRESIDENT’S CORNER, By Joe Davis 

Reminder: the Model A Ford Club of America has a website (our Rogue Valley 
A’s webmaster, Rick Black, also is the webmaster for MAFCA’s site). 
Check it out :      http://www.mafca.com/index.html 

There has been much discussion about what we  
should do, if anything, this month of June, regarding 
 a meeting or tour.  The clubhouse is available for groups of 28 or less.  
Tables are spaced out. 
 
 I propose we have a short meeting at the clubhouse,  then drive to the 
McKee Covered Bridge.   It is 17 miles each way down Hwy 238. Bring a 
lunch.  There is a county park right next to the bridge with lots of picnic 
tables.   As long as there is not too many of us, everyone can spread out. 
  
Please email your thoughts and if you 
are interested in such a tour with or 
without a meeting to 
jdavis@amuffler.com 
  
We will send out an email blast a week 
before the meeting and notify  
everyone. 
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ROGUE VALLEY-A'S MINUTES:   The May 16, 2020, meeting  was cancelled due to the coronavirus. 

 

 1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931  
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Clint Eastwood and My '36 Ford Panel Truck  
by Joe Davis  

 
Back in 2002, my son, who lives in Hanover, New Hampshire, found a 1936 Ford Panel Truck project car 
in Maine. The fellow who started the restoration had passed away and his wife was selling off the com-
plete project. It consisted of a mostly restored chassis with engine, mostly complete. The body needed 
a lot of work. Soon I went back to visit to see what was to be done. My son and I found a local body 
man who started working on the rust repair and general bodywork. Several years later progress was 
slow, although the body did get mostly repaired and even new oak wood installed. It had gotten to a 
point where it needed more expertise than was available. It was shipped cross- country to my restora-
tion shop and work began to finish it. It took a back seat due to many paying customers, but was finally 
completed in 2015. This was just about the time we moved to Oregon from the Bay Area. So the truck 
came along and I completed final details here in Medford and finally in 2016 it was ready.  
 
Thirteen years had passed since the original acquisition of the panel.  Interest had waned and my son 
and daughter-in-law decided they wanted to sell. As the car was here on the West Coast, I began an 
advertising campaign. After 6 months, I found a consignment dealer in Oakland, California, who took 
the car. I trailered it down and it was there for about 6 months.  Finally, the dealer informed me he 
was no longer interested, and asked me to come and get it.  
 
There had been an enormous effort put into the restoration.  In an effort to make the car completely 
authentic, I had contacted other owners through the Ford V-8 Club and it turned out only 6 of these 
cars remained that had not been hot-rodded. Many parts on this vehicle were unique.  One of these, 
was the rear bumper which took several years to find. So finding a buyer looking for this level of au-
thenticity and willing to pay for it was not easy. 
 
My wife and I arrived in Oakland, after driving in from Oregon, on a Friday evening in June 2017, to 
pick up the car on my trailer.  After loading it up, we headed out to find a place to eat dinner (we were 
on Telegraph Avenue in Oakland in a bad traffic jam), when a car pulled up beside us and the driver 
jumped out and knocked on Sid’s window and asked if the car for sale?  She gave him my business card 
and said to call. We both looked at each other; the fellow looked familiar--could it have been Clint 
Eastwood? Perhaps, but he looked older to me. I really never expected anyone to call me, certainly not 
Clint Eastwood, if that was even him.  
 
The next day about 10 a.m., my cell phone rang and a voice was asking questions about the panel. At 
the end of a long conversation, my wife, Sid, asks, what is your name? “Eastwood” he replies.   He 
wanted to see the car and drive it. Unfortunately, he was leaving for Europe the day after to begin film-
ing a new movie and asked if we could drive to Carmel and meet him at the “Mission Ranch Inn."  I was 
at first tired of tire kickers, but he won me over, saying he was very interested and it was his birthday.  
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The next day, we drove two hours down and met him at the Mission Ranch Inn in Carmel.  I was  
surprised at this friendliness and casual nature.  He jumped right in and drove the car, no problem.
After some time and conversation, a check from Mission Ranch was produced and he drove off in 
his new purchase. He gave use two free nights lodging as well.  
 
It turned out, he was looking for a panel of about that year.  When he saw the car, it was right in 
front of the high school he had attended in Oakland and also that day was his birthday.  It was an 
omen he said.  
 
It all ended well, the check was sent back to my son and we returned to visit friends in the Bay Area.  
 

 



1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931  

Important things to remember: 

Don’t forget: when you drive 
your Model A to the meeting, 

you get an extra 50/25/25 

Wear your name tag — we 
need to meet and greet our 
new people! No name tag 

equals a 25¢ fine. 

You can find your MAFCA membership number on the Restorer wrapper and 
write it on the back of your MAFCA membership card that’s included in each 
January/February issue.  You can then keep the membership card in your wallet 
and always have your membership number handy. 

           

                  June  Birthdays 
    2  Joe Davis 
   7  Dan Doss 
 11  Reid Williams 
 13  Kyle Edwards 
 15  Evan Mason 
 22  Jerry Mathern 
 24  Dixie Bradford 
       Sid Frederick 
 26  Vern Pearson 
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D onut List for 2020 
 

January: Jerry and Nell Mathern 
February:  Lee and Gloria Jackson 
March: no meeting 
April: no meeting 
May: no meeting 
June:  Pete Pringle and Sandra Dee 
July:  Joe Davis 
August: 
September: Eileen Mace 
October: Mitch Mace-Hall 
November:   Jim and Kathy Martin 
December: no donuts. Our Annual Christmas 
Potluck, Election & Installation of Officers for 2021. 

 
Two dozen (24) donuts are provided by Mem-
bers at our monthly meeting. 
 
Each issue of Manifold News will have the list 
of who will provide the donuts each month.  If 
you can’t provide donuts during your month, 
please arrange to have someone on the list fill 
in for you and you can help them out at        
another time.  Thank you. 

June Anniversaries 
 

 17  Dotty and Vern Pearson 
 29  Michelle and Dennis Perry 
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1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931  

 



 

 

The areas highlighted below are key areas for tune-up to prepare your Model A for the touring season, or anytime you are 
due for some maintenance.  

Distributor, Points and Timing  

Ignition Timing  

1. Set the points gap at .020 in. clearance. Acceptable clearance is .018 to .022. Never use a file on the points. If points are 
badly pitted, replace them.  

2. Check the rotor gap to distributor body contact points. Adjust to .025 in. by bending rotor tab up or down. If needed use 
fine file to gently file distributor body contacts.  

3. Fully retard the timing lever. (All the way up to the stop)  

4. Screw out the timing pin from the timing gear cover and insert into the timing pin hole  

5. Using the starter crank, rotate the engine slowly while pressing in firmly on the timing pin. When the #1 piston reaches 
top dead center (TDC), the timing pin will drop into the recess in the timing gear.  

6. Remove distributor cap, rotor, and body. Loosen the cam locking screw until the cam can be turned.  

7. Replace the rotor on the cam and turn until the rotor tab is opposite the No. 1 cylinder contact in the distributor body.  

8. Remove the rotor and body. Turn the distributor cam CCW until the points just open, and the point rubbing block is sit-
ting on the cam high lobe.  

9. Turn the cam CW until the points just close. Tighten the cam screw down while holding the cam in place. This removes all 
backlash from distributor shaft. The points should be in the “just closed” position with all backlash removed in the CW di-
rection. Repeat if necessary to obtain a fine adjustment.  

10. Remove the timing pin from the front timing gear cover, reverse it and screw it tight into the timing gear cover.  

Spark Plugs  

Remove, clean and re-gap spark plugs. If the plug is fouled with carbon, use a wire brush to remove it. Make sure the elec-
trode is not corroded or pitted. Set gap to .035 in. before reinstalling. I like to use anti-seize on the threads before installing 
the plug.  

Carburetor/Fuel Filter  

Remove the glass filter bowl and clean out any debris. You can install a paper fuel filter into the bowl to catch rust and dirt. I 
prefer replacing the gasket using a rubberized cork gasket. They seem to work better than the neoprene against the ethanol 
fuel. The brass screen goes into the top of the glass first, then the gasket.  

Fan Belt  

Loosen the generator or alternator mounting bolt under the generator/alternator.  To adjust the fan belt, loosen the hold-
ing bracket on the timing gear cover for the generator or alternator.  

Pull the generator away from the block to apply tension to the belt. Maintain pressure on the generator until the holding 
bracket bolt is tight.  

To check the tension push on the belt ½ way between the fan pully and the generator pully. The correct tension will allow 
the belt to move ½” to 1”. Do not over-tighten the fan belt tension.  

Be sure to re-tighten the generator/alternator mounting bolt.  
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Tech Service Adjustments for Touring 



 

 

Water Pump  

Usually not a lot to maintain on the water pump. You’ll know when to adjust the packing nut when you find water 
droplets sprayed inside the engine compartment or drips collecting in the front of the engine below the cam gear 
cover. Tighten the packing nut only enough to stop the water from dripping.  

Check the end play of the shaft. The end play should be .006 to .010 inches. The endplay can be adjusted by installing a 
collar with a thrust washer. The radiator and fan must be removed for this procedure.  

Don’t forget to grease the front and rear fittings. Unless you have a modified sealed bearing.  

Wheel Bearings  

Front Wheel Bearings 

Whenever you check wheel bearing adjustment be sure to re-pack the bearings with fresh grease. Use caution when 
tightening the wheel bearings. If adjusted too tight,  it can cause premature failure.  

Remove the front wheels.  

Remove the cotter pin from the axle nut and washer. Remove outer bearing, drum, and inner bearing.  

Repack inner and outer bearings with quality grease made for this purpose.  

Install the inner bearing on the front spindle, making sure it seats completely against the spindle backing.  

Place the drum over the spindle axle, and insert the outer bearing, axle washer, and castle nut.  

Tighten axle nut until  inner and outer bearings are snug in their cones (about 8 – 10 ft lbs of torque on the axle nut).  

Grab the drum at top and bottom and apply side pressure and note if bearings are tight in the hub with no side play. A 
heavy drag will be felt when turning the drum.  

Turn the axle nut back one or two castle slots to align the cotter hole and insert a cotter pin.  

Spin the drum and make sure the wheel spins freely.  

Steering, Tie Rods, Drag Link Connections  

Check that the Pitman arm is tight on the sector shaft. If movement is detected, tighten to remove all movement be-
tween the pitman arm and the sector shaft.  

Check that there is no play in drag link or tie rod links when turning steering wheel.  

If movement, remove the cotter pins and turn the plug ends in ½ turn or until there is no movement.  

Ideally the the springs in the drag link and tie rod ends will be compressed by 25% at this 
point. Reinstall a new cotter pin into each of the ends of the drag link and tie rod ends. 
Check the rubber seals for damage or deterioration. These seals keep the grease in and 
the dirt out.  
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Tech Tips 
Brake Service Adjustment  

Inspect the brake rods and clevis for wear and looseness. If any of the clevis and pins are loose. They should be repplaced. 
Clevis can be drilled oversize and purchase over-sized pins to take up any slack. The smallest amount of slack will translate 
into a big loss of braking efficiency, and make brake shoe adjustment nearly impossible.  

Ensure the brake levers at the brake cross shaft is in vertical position  

Inspect the front brake levers and ensure the brake levers lean forward at least 15 degrees.  

Ensure there is no binding between Clevis, brake levers and pins. If there appears to be an excessive amount of space be-
tween brake lever and clevis you can use a small C-clamp to compress the brake lever onto the brake rod clevis. Not too 
tight, but just so the rod clevis fits neatly into the break lever. The objective here is to remove as much movement in the 
break rods as possible. It keeps break levers working smoothly and eliminates rattles.  

When connecting brake levers to the break rods, make sure the slack is taken up in the lever so there is no movement in 
lever without engaging the brake shoes. The clevis pin should just fit snugly into lever and brake rod clevis. It’s important 
that the front brake levers maintain the 15 degree forward tilt from vertical after removing free play. Be sure to tighten the 
jam nuts and install new cotter pins.  

The brakes must be adjusted with all 4 wheels off the ground. Place the vehicle on jack stands on a level surface. Put the 
transmission in neutral and release the parking brake. Note: if the parking brake causes drag, remove the brake rod pins 
from the levers for the parking brakes.  

I like to back off the brake adjustment wedge so that there is no drag on brakes and the wheel spins free before starting the 
process.  

Tighten the brake wedge clockwise so that the wheel just starts to drag and then back off wedge adjuster 1-2 clicks. Do this 
for all 4 wheels. Note: if you have brake floaters on the front wheels, there will be no click. Back off the wedge adjuster be-
tween 1/8 to 1/4 of a turn.  

A slight drag in one or two spots on the drum will not hurt the brakes. Use your judgement in determining a free spinning 
wheel.  

Use a wooden brake adjuster to hold the brake pedal for the next steps in this process. This objective is to adjust the rear 
wheels to begin to grab first, just before the front brakes begin to engage.  

The adjustments are made by pushing the brake pedal down in 1/2 inch increments and adjusting the brake wedges at the 
front and rear wheels.  

Step 1. Set brake pedal adjuster to the 1 inch mark.  

Tighten (clockwise) the rear brake adjusting wedge so that the rear brakes just begin to hold.  

Step 2. Set brake pedal adjuster to the 1-1/2 inch mark.  

The rear brakes should be very tight but not locked. Adjust left or right so they both are tight.  

Tighten (clockwise) the front brake adjusting wedge until the front brakes just begin to hold.  

Step 3. Set brake pedal adjuster to the 2 inch mark.  

The rear brakes are locked solid. They can’t be turned.  

The Front brakes have heavy drag and are very tight but not locked.  

The brake pedal should fully engage all four brakes at about halfway down to the floor. You shouldn’t be able to push the 
brake pedal more than a 1/2 inch past this point with a great deal of force.  



 

 

The brake pedal should fully engage all four brakes at about halfway down to the floor. 
You shouldn’t be able to push the brake pedal more than a 1/2 inch past this point with a 
great deal of force.  

Remove the brake pedal adjuster tool and test drive at slow speed to test brakes. If the 
vehicle slows and stops as expected, try a hard panic stop from 20-25 mph. You should 
be able to lock the wheels in a skid.  

If the vehicle pulls left when stopping, tighten (clockwise adjustment) the front right brake wedge adjuster 1 click. If 
this feels too tight, loosen the right brake wedge adjuster 1 click, and then loosen the left brake wedge adjuster 1 click.  

If the vehicle pulls right when stopping, tighten (clockwise adjustment) the front left brake wedge adjuster 1 click. If 
this feels too tight, loosen the left brake wedge adjuster 1 click, and then loosen the right brake wedge adjuster 1 click.  

After road testing brakes, jack up vehicle and spin the wheels to ensure there is no binding. With this adjustment set 
up, you should be able to slow and stop quickly and lock all 4 wheels in a panic stop.  

Parking Brake Adjustment 

The parking brake adjustment is made by adjusting the rod clevis at the parking break cross shaft to just take out any 
loose play at the levers. Pull the parking brake lever forward to take up any play without engaging the parking brake. 
Adjust the clevis at the cross shaft so that the clevis pin can be inserted.  

The Clevis pins should just fit snugly when all play is taken out of the levers without engaging the parking brake band.  

Adjust both parking brake rods to take out any play.  

The next adjustment is made at the parking brake rod attached between the parking brake cross shaft and the parking 
brake handle.  

Ensure the parking break handle in the car is fully forward in the disengaged position.  

With the parking brake rod clevis pin removed, adjust the clevis on the rod so that the rod clevis is a snug fit into the 
cross shaft clevis when inserting the clevis pin. Do not engage the parking brake band by pulling on the cross shaft 
lever or your parking brakes will drag causing premature wear.  

When all clevis adjustments are made ensure you tighten the jam nuts while keeping the clevis and brake levers 
aligned.  

Test the parking brake by pulling the brake lever to its full back position. The rear wheels should be locked. Repeat the 
adjustment until the rear wheels hold solid. If either tire turns, repeat the brake clevis adjustment at cross shaft only 
on that side until the parking brake holds the wheel solid. Make adjustments in small increments to avoid over tighten-
ing the parking brake bands. Be sure to tighten the jam nuts on the brake rod clevis and install new cotter pins. 
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The Rogue Valley A’s  is a chapter of 
THE MODEL A FORD CLUB OF AMERICA 

RVA Head Mechanics 2020 
 
President: Joe Davis 
 Email: jdavis@amuffler.com 
 
Vice President: Jerry Mathern 
 Email: jnmathern@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  Nell Mathern 
 Email: jnmathern@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer:  Kitsy Wikkerink 
 Email: rcwikk1@yahoo.com 

Skilled Technicians 2020 
Newsletter Editor/Membership: 

Gloria Jackson 
Email: gleejackson@hotmail.com 
 

Hospitality:  
Gladyce Maloney 
Email: happycook@charter.net 
Kathy Bibler 
Email: joyfull1@charter.net 
Sharon Smith 
Email: jacksonvillerme@gmail.com 

 
MAFCA News Reporter: 

Nell Mathern 
Email: jnmathern@gmail.com 

NWRG Rep: 
 Kitsy Wikkerink 
 Email: rcwikk1@yahoo.com 
 
Raffle: 

Margaret Rambo 
Email: martrsew@gmail.com 

 
Sunshine Chair: 

Reid Williams 
Email: mountainsky49@gmail.com 

 
Tour Chair: 

Jim Martin  
Email: kmandjm@97520.net 

 
Website:  

Rick Black 
Email: RickBlack44@gmail.com 

 
Tech Tips: 

As provided by membership, other 
clubs, or MAFCA 

1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931  

Mark Your Calendar 
 

TOURS AND EVENTS:   
 
   All events subject to the status of the coronavirus 
   precautions. 
       
June  20         Possible meeting day at RME Clubhouse 
                        and tour 
 
Sept 30—Oct 4  NWRG Spokane Hub Tour  
                     
 
 
 
 
 

 



FOR SALE: Four (4) Firestone 
4.50/4.75 - 21" Whitewall tires. 
Excellent shape, no cracks, 90% 
tread. Came off my 1929 Model 
A.  $125.00 each or all 4 for $450.00.  
Shipping extra. 
Call Mike, 541-944-6491  

For Sale/Wanted/Services 
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Please send a picture and description of your vehicle for sale to the newsletter 
editor for inclusion in the next issue of Manifold News.  When you sell your 
vehicle, please let the editor know when you want your posting removed. 

Zenith Carburetors  $195  Exchange, Rebuilt 
Leakless Water Pumps  $110  Exchange, Rebuilt 
Distributors  $175  Exchange, includes distributor 
cap and rotor.   
Contact:  Jerry Mathern 541-941-1424 
 

FOR SALE:  Chopped Model A flywheels, bal-
anced, new ring gears, set up for V-8 clutch $325.  
Many other Model A parts, new and used, call for 
availability.  New King Pin sets.  I will loan you the 
reamer.  Joe Davis 650-279-6609 
 
 

I can get Brand New Blackwell 19” or 21” tires from 
Coker.  They are about $89.00 each.  These say 
“UNIVERSAL” on the side, but are made from the 
Firestone molds, so Coker can sell them for much less.   
 
If you want ‘Firestone” on them, they are $140.   
Coker has a new supplier of tubes and they are $13. 
 
If interested, contact me.  I have to set up the order. 
Then, you call in and give them your credit card  
number and they are shipped to my shop in Medford. 
 
Joe Davis  650-279-6609 
 

 
I have a 1930 Murray Model A 4-Door 
Deluxe Town Sedan, original.  I have 
owned this car since 1964, and drove it 
off and on until 1978.  I have always 
stored this car in a garage, no rust 
and the wood is good.  A great car to 
restore.  I'm wanting to sell the car.   
George    503-477-2917 

1931 Convertible Sedan "A400".  Older restoration which was 
easy as there was NEVER any rust and Never any body damage.  
Wanting to sell because of age and health.  I purchased from sec-
ond owner in 1954. Contact Bob @ 559.805.4374    Text Okay.  
$40,000. Visalia, California  



 

 

  June 2020  — page  15 of 17 

NOTE: Help us make the Rogue Valley A's newsletter a collaborative 
success. We would be grateful for any material you feel might be 
appropriate to include in our Club's newsletter. The views expressed in this 
newsletter are personal opinions of those who contribute and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the Rogue Valley A's Model A Ford Club. 
Thanks go to other club newsletters and the MAFCA website as well as 
other sources who supply material to our club which we reprint in our 
newsletter from time to time.     When known, sources will be included. 



ROGUE VALLEY A’S 2020 MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL FORM  

(Please be sure to update any changes to your information)  

 

NAME:____________________________________________SPOUSE:__________________________________  

 

ADDRESS:___________________________________CITY__________________________  
ZIP_____________ 

 

HOME PHONE NUMBER_________________________E-MAIL_____________________________________  

 

YOUR CELL: _______________________________ SPOUSE CELL:___________________________________  

 

INSURANCE CO.___________________________________      MAFCA NO.___________________________ 
 

YEAR AND BODY STYLES ____________________________________________________________________  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

YOUR BIRTHDAY_______       SPOUSE’S BIRTHDAY_________ WEDDING ANNIVERSARY_________ 
Dues are $15 per year  (per household) and due by December 31, 2020 

Make checks payable to “Rogue Valley A’s” (An Oregon Non-Profit Corporation) 
Mail to: Rogue Valley A’s, P.O. Box 1326, Shady Cove, OR 97539 
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Rogue Valley A’s is an Oregon Non-Profit 
Corporation with chapter affiliation with MAFCA. 
The organization is dedicated to the preservation 
and the restoration of the Model A Ford 
automobile and supports membership in the 
national organizations dedicated to the same 
purpose.  

Check out MAFCA on the web  
http://www.mafca.com 

Model A Ford Club of America Inc.  
250 S. Cypress Street  
La Habra, CA 90631-5515  
Phone orders only: 866/379-3619  
Other Business: 562/697-2712 
Fax: 562/690-7452  
E-mail: info@mafca.com  
We encourage all of our members to 
join MAFCA 

On the first Saturday of the month, we 
meet at the Dairy Queen on West Main 
Street in Medford at  4 p.m. for a time 
 of fellowship.  

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 
25TH of the current month to be published in the next 
issue. 
Send to:  Gloria Jackson 
  gleejackson@hotmail.com 
We are happy to share our information with other 
clubs; please give credit. We will honor another club’s 
information with credit. 
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Monthly meetings are held at the Club House of the Royal 
Mobile Estates 

1055 N. 5th Street, Jacksonville, Oregon 
on the third Saturday of every month 
9:30 a.m. for coffee & donuts/snacks 

Business meeting is held at 10:00 a.m. sharp 
unless a club-sanctioned event 

is scheduled elsewhere 
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