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Reminder: the Model A Ford Club of America has a website (our Rogue Valley 
A’s webmaster, Rick Black, also is the webmaster for MAFCA’s site). 
Check it out :      http://www.mafca.com/index.html 

  
 
We had a great first post-covid meeting with good 
attendance.  Having it outside was a great idea and 
worked out perfectly with great weather. 
 
We will do the same thing next month.  There was plenty of room, donuts 
and coffee. 
 
The tour out to McKee Bridge also worked out nicely,  an 8 Model A 
turnout.  Again, there was ample parking, right next to the picnic tables 
and plenty of elbow room.  We all had a leisurely lunch and checked out 
the bridge.  They even had the small history museum open.   
 
I am planning another tour for next meeting,  I was thinking about the 
“English Lavender Farm” out in the Applegate or “Spit and Polish An-
tiques” in Williams. 
 
It would be a bring your lunch tour, and a manifold cooking opportunity.    
If anyone else has any ideas, let me know. 
 
The first of the month Dairy Queen is still a no go, as it is only open for 
takeout last time I was by there. 
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ROGUE VALLEY-A'S MINUTES FOR:  June 20, 2020 

 

 1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931 

 
President Joe Davis pounded his gavel to call the meeting to order at 10:00 am. at the Royal Mobile Estates 
Clubhouse.  19 members were present and 1 guest, Hugh Crawford. The Secretary records members present on 
the sign-in Membership clipboard. The President led the members in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT: Motion to approve last meeting’s minutes was made by Eileen Mace, seconded by 
Jim Pringle.  Motion passed.  
 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer’s report was given by Kitsy Wikkerink. Motion to approve was made by 
Lee Jackson,  seconded by Jim Martin.  Motion passed.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE: Birthdays and anniversaries were announced by the President.  Birthdays: Joe Davis, 
Dan Doss, Reid Williams, Kyle Edwards, Evan Mason, Jerry Mathern, Dixie Bradford, Sid Frederick and  
Vern Pearson.  Anniversaries: Dottie and Vern Pearson, Michelle and Dennis Perry. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Guest speaker representing Southern Oregon Car Club Council, Ashlee Sanford, handed out 
information and answered questions. A motion was made by Pete Pringle that we join the Southern Oregon Car 
Club Council and seconded by Jim Pringle. The motion passed by a unanimous vote of our membership. Jim 
Martin and Jerry Mathern will be the two reps from our club to attend SOCCC meetings. Lee Jackson offered to 
be the sub, if needed.  
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER:  Phil Kessler made a “Bumper Seat” out of wood with the club’s logo on the seat. 
Phil offered it for a drawing. Joe Davis won the “Bumper Seat”. Everyone appreciated Phil’s workmanship.  
 
SUNSHINE: None to report  
 
TOURS: Today’s tour is to McKee Bridge and a picnic lunch there. 
 
50/50:  Won by Gladyce Maloney.  No joker was found. 
 
Meeting adjourned  at 10:37 am. Motion by: Jerry Mathern, 2nd by Jim Pringle  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Nell Mathern ~ Secretary 2020 
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McKee Bridge Tour Highlights 

A beautiful day for our 
first tour in four months.  
Fourteen members in 8 
A’s enjoyed walking the 
bridge, learning about it 
through the traveling  
museum, and having their 
picnic under a shady  
gazebo serenaded by Nell 
on the piano. 



1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931 

Important things to remember: 

Don’t forget: when you drive 
your Model A to the meeting, 

you get an extra 50/25/25 

Wear your name tag — we 
need to meet and greet our 
new people! No name tag 

equals a 25¢ fine. 

You can find your MAFCA membership number on the Restorer wrapper and 
write it on the back of your MAFCA membership card that’s included in each 
January/February issue.  You can then keep the membership card in your wallet 
and always have your membership number handy. 

           

                  July  Birthdays 
25  Marvin Dobkins 
28  Ron Finch 
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D onut List for 2020 
 

January: Jerry and Nell Mathern 
February:  Lee and Gloria Jackson 
March: no meeting 
April: no meeting 
May: no meeting 
June:  Pete Pringle and Sandra Dee 
July:  Joe Davis 
August: 
September: Eileen Mace 
October: Mitch Mace-Hall 
November:   Jim and Kathy Martin 
December: no donuts. Our Annual Christmas 
Potluck, Election & Installation of Officers for 2021. 

 
Two dozen (24) donuts are provided by Mem-
bers at our monthly meeting. 
 
Each issue of Manifold News will have the list 
of who will provide the donuts each month.  If 
you can’t provide donuts during your month, 
please arrange to have someone on the list fill 
in for you and you can help them out at        
another time.  Thank you. 

July Anniversaries 
   7    Evan and Mary Mason 
 18    Ron and Donna Finch 
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Tech Tips 
Hard Starting   
(http://www.modelafordclubtampa.com/ignition_timing.html) 

Question:  I try to start the car and it turns, but just won’t catch and start running.  Could it be a bad 
starter? 

Answer:  If the starter is turning the engine over, then the problem is not the starter, although the starter 
must turn the engine over fast enough to allow the engine to start.  By fast enough, I mean it must crank the 
engine over at least one revolution every second.  Assuming he engine is cranking OK, make the following 
checks.  1.  Place a piece of paper between the points in the distributor.  Then turn on the ignition key and 
with a volt meter, check to se if you have 6 volts on the tip of the point arm.  Place the +(red) lead of the 
volt meter to a ground point on the engine and place the—(black) lead to the point arm.  If you read 6 volts 
on the points, then remove the piece of paper and then open and close the point arm and make sure you are 
getting a good spark every time the points open.  If you get no spark, change the condenser.  This checks 
out the ignition circuit.   

Here is a sure way to set the timing.  Before setting the timing, I suggest you change the points and con-
denser set to the modern point plate.  If you haven’t done this already, you will find it much more reliable for 
a car you are going to drive.  Dependability and reliability are the reasons for changing to the modern type 
points and condenser.  When doing this, be sure to remove the old condenser from the distributor body.  
Here is the procedure I use to set timing.  It works every time for me and a way to insure you have set the 
timing correctly every time.   

Set the points to .020. 

Check clearance between the distributor rotor and each of the four contacts inside the distributor body.  You 
can carefully bend the rotor tab or file each of the body contacts to get .025 to .030 clearance between the 
rotor and each contact. 

Set the timing pin in the timing gear cover to the detent.  Remove #1 spark plug and look down the hole to 
make sure #1 piston at the very top of the stroke (make sure you are observing the piston and not the 
valve). 

Set the steering column spark lever full up position (full retard).  With the distributor body in place, make 
sure the distributor plate arm is fully against the far end of the body opening.  Then pull he spark lever full 
down and check to see that the distributor arm is fully against the other side of the body opening.  This 
checks to see that you are getting a full 20 degrees of advance.  Now reset the spark lever full up. 

From the right side of the engine, the rotor should be pointing to about 5 o’clock position.  Loosen the dis-
tributor cam screw and rotate the distributor cam clockwise to the point just before the points open on the 
lobe.  Tighten the cam screw down. 

With the cam screw tight, try to move the cam clockwise again, i.e., remove all backlash movement.  The 
points should be at a position just before the points open. 

Here is the final check.  Attach a light or volt meter lead to the top of the points arm.  I made up a test light 
from a tail light socket with alligator clips on both pigtail wires.  Clip one alligator clip to a good ground point 
and the other clip to the end of the point arm.  When the points are closed, the light is off.  When the points 
open, the light comes on. 

Turn the ignition key on.  The test light should be off.  Now slowly pull the spark lever down and count the 
number of detents the spark lever arm passes before the test light comes on.  The idea is to adjust the 
points so they open (light on) as the spark lever on the steering column passes the first or second detent on 
the column. You may have to adjust the distributor cam several times to get his adjustment.  The car should 
start easily with the spark lever in full up position. 

With this setting, drive the car with spark lever set about two notches from the bottom position.  At 50 mph 
on the highway, move the spark lever to full down position for full 20 degrees advance.  If the starter is turn-
ing over slowly, it will help to improve the ground connection from the battery to the starter.  This is done by 
adding another battery cable from where the braided battery strap connects to the frame cross member and 
connect the other end to one of the bell housing bolts just behind the starter motor.  You will need a GM bat-
tery cable about 30” long.  This will provide a better ground connection for the starter and sometimes allow it 
to turn faster.   
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Driving in the Heat 
                                                                        by Mark Burnett/scvcma.org 
 
I learned a few things on our trip the NWRG in early June.  Because of the heat that was in the tri-
ple digits that started on our first day, I had vapor lock issues before we even left California.  A 
trick I learned from Bob Meneely was to use aluminum foil on the fuel line and carburetor to help 
keep the fuel from boiling.  It worked, but it would have worked better if I had installed the foil be-
fore it got to the boiling point.  Instead, I waited for the car to cool down on the side of the road go-
ing up Yankee Hill on Highway 70. 
 
Something else I learned was to richen the fuel mixture when the engine temp starts to climb.  
Adding more fuel than is necessary for optimal combustion with the mixture knob helps cool the 
flame slightly in the cylinders.  Turn the knob out until you notice the engine running rough from 
getting too much gas, then turn it in just to where the engine smooths out.  Again, this type of trick 
works best if you do it just as you notice the temp starting to climb.  I shared this tip with some 
club members at the parade on July 4th with great results. 
 
Another tip that seemed to work for me was to retard the engine timing to the lever position more 
proportional to the speed the engine is turnin.  I think that most of us know that you advance the 
timing lever as your engine speed increases, but it seems that once the lever is set for that higher 
speed (and more power), the lever doesn’t get moved again.  I found that retarding the timing while 
driving at slower engine speeds helped the engine cool slightly. 
 
I wasn’t able to tame the heat completely, but by using the tips listed here, I am convinced that I 
minimized the problems that I had.  Hopefully, you can use some of the information here and 
maybe learn something else by playing with the controls of your baby and being observant to the 
results. 

1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931 
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The Rogue Valley A’s  is a chapter of 
THE MODEL A FORD CLUB OF AMERICA 

RVA Head Mechanics 2020 
 
President: Joe Davis 
 Email: jdavis@amuffler.com 
 
Vice President: Jerry Mathern 
 Email: jnmathern@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  Nell Mathern 
 Email: jnmathern@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer:  Kitsy Wikkerink 
 Email: rcwikk1@yahoo.com 

Skilled Technicians 2020 
Newsletter Editor/Membership: 

Gloria Jackson 
Email: gleejackson@hotmail.com 
 

Hospitality:  
Gladyce Maloney 
Email: happycook@charter.net 
Kathy Bibler 
Email: joyfull1@charter.net 
Sharon Smith 
Email: jacksonvillerme@gmail.com 

 
MAFCA News Reporter: 

Nell Mathern 
Email: jnmathern@gmail.com 

NWRG Rep: 
 Kitsy Wikkerink 
 Email: rcwikk1@yahoo.com 
 
Raffle: 

Margaret Rambo 
Email: martrsew@gmail.com 

 
Sunshine Chair: 

Reid Williams 
Email: mountainsky49@gmail.com 

 
Tour Chair: 

Jim Martin  
Email: kmandjm@97520.net 

 
Website:  

Rick Black 
Email: RickBlack44@gmail.com 

 
Tech Tips: 

As provided by membership, other 
clubs, or MAFCA 

1928 ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

General meetings are at 10 a.m. at RME Clubhouse 
 
TOURS AND EVENTS:   
  
July 18               Meeting day at RME Clubhouse 
August 15         Meeting day at RME Clubhouse 
September 19  Meeting day at RME Clubhouse 
October 17       Meeting day at RME Clubhouse 
November 21   Meeting day at RME Clubhouse 
December 19    Christmas Potluck, Election and  
                                 Installation of Officers 
                            
                                         
 
 
 
 
 

 



FOR SALE: Four (4) Firestone 
4.50/4.75 - 21" Whitewall tires. 
Excellent shape, no cracks, 90% 
tread. Came off my 1929 Model 
A.  $125.00 each or all 4 for $450.00.  
Shipping extra. 
Call Mike, 541-944-6491  

For Sale/Wanted/Services 
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Please send a picture and description of your vehicle for sale to the newsletter 
editor for inclusion in the next issue of Manifold News.  When you sell your 
vehicle, please let the editor know when you want your posting removed. 

Zenith Carburetors  $195  Exchange, Rebuilt 
Leakless Water Pumps  $110  Exchange, Rebuilt 
Distributors  $175  Exchange, includes distributor 
cap and rotor.   
Contact:  Jerry Mathern 541-941-1424 
 

FOR SALE:  Chopped Model A flywheels, bal-
anced, new ring gears, set up for V-8 clutch $325.  
Many other Model A parts, new and used, call for 
availability.  New King Pin sets.  I will loan you the 
reamer.  Joe Davis 650-279-6609 
 
 

I can get Brand New Blackwell 19” or 21” tires from 
Coker.  They are about $89.00 each.  These say 
“UNIVERSAL” on the side, but are made from the 
Firestone molds, so Coker can sell them for much less.   
 
If you want ‘Firestone” on them, they are $140.   
Coker has a new supplier of tubes and they are $13. 
 
If interested, contact me.  I have to set up the order. 
Then, you call in and give them your credit card  
number and they are shipped to my shop in Medford. 

 
Joe Davis  650-279-6609 
 

 
I have a 1930 Murray Model A 4-Door 
Deluxe Town Sedan, original.  I have 
owned this car since 1964, and drove it 
off and on until 1978.  I have always 
stored this car in a garage, no rust 
and the wood is good.  A great car to 
restore.  I'm wanting to sell the car.   
George    503-477-2917 

1931 Convertible Sedan "A400".  Older restoration which was 
easy as there was NEVER any rust and Never any body damage.  
Wanting to sell because of age and health.  I purchased from sec-
ond owner in 1954. Contact Bob @ 559.805.4374    Text Okay.  
$40,000. Visalia, California  
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NOTE: Help us make the Rogue Valley A's newsletter a collaborative 
success. We would be grateful for any material you feel might be 
appropriate to include in our Club's newsletter. The views expressed in this 
newsletter are personal opinions of those who contribute and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the Rogue Valley A's Model A Ford Club. 
Thanks go to other club newsletters and the MAFCA website as well as 
other sources who supply material to our club which we reprint in our 
newsletter from time to time.     When known, sources will be included. 

Good used front splash apron, powder coated, not perfect  
but very usable-free 
Contact Joe Davis 650-279-6609 



ROGUE VALLEY A’S 2020 MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL FORM  

(Please be sure to update any changes to your information)  

 

NAME:____________________________________________SPOUSE:__________________________________  

 

ADDRESS:___________________________________CITY__________________________  
ZIP_____________ 

 

HOME PHONE NUMBER_________________________E-MAIL_____________________________________  

 

YOUR CELL: _______________________________ SPOUSE CELL:___________________________________  

 

INSURANCE CO.___________________________________      MAFCA NO.___________________________ 
 

YEAR AND BODY STYLES ____________________________________________________________________  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

YOUR BIRTHDAY_______       SPOUSE’S BIRTHDAY_________ WEDDING ANNIVERSARY_________ 
Dues are $15 per year  (per household) and due by December 31, 2020 

Make checks payable to “Rogue Valley A’s” (An Oregon Non-Profit Corporation) 
Mail to: Rogue Valley A’s, P.O. Box 1326, Shady Cove, OR 97539 
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Rogue Valley A’s is an Oregon Non-Profit 
Corporation with chapter affiliation with MAFCA. 
The organization is dedicated to the preservation 
and the restoration of the Model A Ford 
automobile and supports membership in the 
national organizations dedicated to the same 
purpose.  

Check out MAFCA on the web  
http://www.mafca.com 

Model A Ford Club of America Inc.  
250 S. Cypress Street  
La Habra, CA 90631-5515  
Phone orders only: 866/379-3619  
Other Business: 562/697-2712 
Fax: 562/690-7452  
E-mail: info@mafca.com  
We encourage all of our members to 
join MAFCA 

On the first Saturday of the month, we 
meet at the Dairy Queen on West Main 
Street in Medford at  4 p.m. for a time 
 of fellowship.  

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 
25TH of the current month to be published in the next 
issue. 
Send to:  Gloria Jackson 
  gleejackson@hotmail.com 
We are happy to share our information with other 
clubs; please give credit. We will honor another club’s 
information with credit. 

 

  1928  ~ 1929  ~ 1930  ~ 1931 

Monthly meetings are held at the Club House of the Royal 
Mobile Estates 

1055 N. 5th Street, Jacksonville, Oregon 
on the third Saturday of every month 
9:30 a.m. for coffee & donuts/snacks 

Business meeting is held at 10:00 a.m. sharp 
unless a club-sanctioned event 

is scheduled elsewhere 
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